The Episcopal Church of the Ascension

Hickory, NC

N

October 25, 2026—10:30 a.m. | Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

+ The Holy Eucharist, Rite IT +
Prelude

Opening Sentence

Celebrant: "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him."

Psalm 96:9
Hymn #375 "Give praise and glory unto God"

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Du Lebensbrot Herr Jesu Christ

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise "Glory to God" S-280
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Music: Robert Powell (b 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright £ Church Publishing Inc.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and,
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

Lector: A reading from the book of Leviticus.
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord
your God am holy.

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with
justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and
you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord.

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur
guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 1
Antiphon based on "Hymn to Joy"
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From A HymnTune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of

the wicked,*
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do n
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

ot wither; *

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when

judgment comes,*
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,*

but the way of the wicked is doomed.

The Second Reading

Lector: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.

[ANT.]

[ANT.]

[ANT.]

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had
already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God
to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from
deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with
the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our
hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext
for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tendetly caring
for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn #336 "Come with us, O blessed Jesus (sts. 1-2) Werde Munter

The Gospel Matthew 22:34-46

Lector: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘““Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think
of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is
it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”” No one was able to give him an answer, nor
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Lector: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn #336 "Come with us, O blessed Jesus (st. 3) Werde Munter
The Sermon The Rev. Garry Edwards
The Nicene Creed BCP 358
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten ofthe Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,



begotten, not made,
ofone Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form IV BCP 388
Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your
love, and reveal your glory in the world. Szence
Lord, in your mercy, People: Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor
one another and serve the common good. Sitence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory. S#ence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love
one another as he loves us. Szence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Szence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Szence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept

Celebrant & People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Announcements may then be shared.

+ The Holy Eucharist +
Offertory Sentence
Voluntary at the Offering
"Wade in the Water" African American Spiritual
Doxology, #11, stanza 4 Morning Hymn

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



The Great Thanksgiving BCP 361

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

The Celebrant adds the Proper Preface.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus "Holy, holy, holy, Lord" S-125
J : : N s
e 5y L <
.
Ho - lv, ho - Iy, hoe - Iy Lord, God of pow-er and might,

e

heaven and carth are full of your glo - ry, Ho -
P I I
ot ) 1 i { —1 { ¥
3 ¥ — i - I I I — .
o
san - ma in the high - est. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
—fy : - — L i .[ J\ = —F _._._;“‘h . - — —
?é"‘_.. - — J —C = e — r ™ S S i._
L&
Blessed s he who COMES in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
T
g‘!’ P — 5 | ﬁ"“'.h S e . —— — —— = |
i 7 i — I ; I ' 7 | * i
A 1 T T d F T o — |
san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the  high-est.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

~



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for
your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.



Fraction Anthem «Chyist our Passover” S-155
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion of the People

Al are welcome to receive a blessing if you prefer not to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Consecrated bread and wine are then distributed to all who desire. While at the altar, a priest will give you a wafer of bread.
Wine is available in two ways:

Common Cup—Drink from the large chalice (it will come first).

Intinction—Dip the bread into the wine in the small chalice (it will come last). Do not allow your fingers to touch

the wine.

In One Kind—Y ou may choose to receive the bread only, which is equal to receiving the bread and the wine.

Hymns During Communion

#0602 “Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love” Cheroponi
#538 “God of mercy, God of grace” Lucerna Landoniae

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Hymn #610 "Lord, whose love through humble service" Blaenhafren
Dismissal

Postlude



If you would like to dedicate the Altar Flowers in memory or honor
of someone or an event, please email office@ascensionhickory.org.
The donation amonnt is discretionary; the suggested amount is §50.

WORSHIP ROSTER
Sunday, October 25 Sunday, November 1
Crucifer/First Server/Chalice: Bob Meek Crucifer/First Server/Chalice: Kathryn Carter
OT Reading/Chalice: Sue Shoffner OT Reading/Chalice: JoAnne Reising
Prayers of the People: Suzanne Fogleman Prayers of the People: Michael Deckard
NT Reader: Pat Jones NT Reader: Vince Trollan
Ushers: Kathryn & James Carter Ushers: Lana Ray, Sarah Peters
Children’s Children’s Chapel: Lana Ray, Children’s Chapel: Robert Wessels,
Dawn Chapman Alex Arditti
Breakfast: VVolunteer Needed Breakfast: Andrea, Karen, & Ann
Counters: Vince Trollan, Nancy Linker Counters: Kate Esch, Kathryn Carter
Vestry Contact: Dee Hall Vestry Contact: Bob Esch
ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Please pray for John and Elaine Arney, Haskew Smith, Debbie Burch, Sharon Everhart, Jared McVey,
Angela Dellinger, Ann Lowery, George Gross, Porter Taylor, Jean Atkin, Jordan Robbins, Mary Snooks, Sara
Ruth Halperin, The Sigmon Family, Jean Bolton, Martha Clark, Bobby Regenbogen, and Alice Turner.

« 2026 Pledge Update Pledge payments received through October 21st are $247,747; which leaves a
shortfall of ($96,708) from the Annual 2026 pledge commitments of $344,455. Please keep your
pledge payments current so we can meet our 2026 financial obligations. Pledge payments can be

made securely online at ascensionhickory.org/give, through automated payments with your bank, or
mailed to the church office. If you have any questions, please email Diane Vezmar at
financeascension@gmail.com.

. The 2027 Stewardship Drive is underway You can use the 2027 pledge link on [H]
Ascension's webpage, the QR code provided in the bulletin or you can email your rg&
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2027 pledge commitment amount to our bookkeeper, Diane Vezmar, at
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commitment today.
+ The 3rd Quarter 2026 Pledge Statements were distributed. If you did not receive your

statement or would like a statement please contact Diane Vezmar. She can be reached at
financeascension@gmail.com.

Join the Ascension Daughters of the King as they delve into the women of Genesis. Remarkably, Genesis
boasts the highest number of female speakers compared to any other book in the Old and New Testaments.
Our discussion will be guided by Lindsay Hardin Freeman's insightful book, "Bible Women All Their Words
and Why They Matter." On Wednesday, October 28 at 4:15, we will focus on the words of Rebekah. The group
convenes on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.

« All Saints Sunday—November 1 A time to remember and give thanks to the departed who helped

shape and bless our lives will be observed during the 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM worship services. You can

submit your saints’ names by emailing office@ascensionhickory.org, or write the names on the lists
located in the narthex and parish hall. Submission deadline is Sunday, October 25.
+ Concert & Evensong—November 22 The first Concert & Evensong of the season will be held on

Sunday, November 22, beginning at 6:00 PM with a concert by Cory Westby, followed by a service of
Evensong featuring the Parish Choir.

+ Thursday Morning Book Study Father Garry continues a three week study on the topic “Knowing,
Loving, Following Jesus” in conjunction with the Trinity Retreat under permission from the Rev. Dr.

Mark Bozzuti-Jones. We will meet at 10:00 AM in the Large Conference Room.
« Vintage Christmas Bazaar—November 14 & 15 With great enthusiasm, the Ascension Arts and Crafts

Group is already crafting and preparing for our second annual Christmas Bazaar fundraiser for our
Outreach programs. We are now accepting donations. We would appreciate gently used home dé- cor, art,
vintage items, Christmas decorations, pottery and other handcrafted items. Donated items can be left in the
storage room behind the large conference room. Please have your donated items priced when you drop
them off. Thank you for your consideration and support. For questions contact Lynda Horney or Mary
Elizabeth Geitner.

Ascension Cares is a group of parishioners who make greeting cards at the Tuesday Arts & Crafts

gathering. These cards are then sent to individuals within the parish and are also available for pur-
chase. The card display is located in the parish hall near the church office. The proceeds from cards
purchased goes to Ascension’s Bereavement fund to help pay for reception supplies. Please consider
supporting this ministry.

- Have a pastoral care concern? Contact Father Garry by email at garry(@ascensionhickory.org or
by cell phone at 646-232-6916.
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
726 1st Avenue NW, Hickory, North Carolina 28601 828-328-

5393 | www.ascensionhickory.org | office@ascensionhickory.org

Presiding BishOD ....c.cveveveveveieieieieieiieieieieieee et The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe
INEETIM RECEOT .ot The Rev. Garry Edwards
Children & Family Ministry Coordinator ........c.ccoevevevveeerierieieieieieeeeeeeeeeeseneseeae Quintin Knight
Interim Director 0f MUSIC «..cvvveverieieriieieiieieiiteieieieieteie ettt esesens John Gordon Ross
Interim Keyboardist/ ACCOMPANISE ........c.veveeeeereeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeee e Tamara Morgan
Parish AdMINISTIALOT c.vveevveeviereeieeieeeeereeseeseessesssesseesseessesssesssessesssesssasssessesssesssesssessensns Heather Stone
BOOKKEEDEY ...t Diane Vezmar
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