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 The Episcopal Church of the Ascension 
Hickory, NC 
 

December 14, 2025—10:30 a.m.  |  Third Sunday of  Advent 
+ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II + 

Prelude “St. John the Baptist” from Saints’ Days Daniel Pinkham (1923-2006) 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Insert 
 

Hymn #76 “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” WINCHESTER NEW 
 

Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People: His mercy endures forever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Kyrie “Lord, have mercy” S-96 
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The Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.   

People: And also with you. 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen.  
 

The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it 
shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall 
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Lector: The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 146:4-9 Lauda, anima mea 
The refrain is sung first by the choir, then repeated by all, then by all where indicated. The verses are sung by the cantor. 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger.   Refrain 

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The Lord loves the righteous; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
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9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah!   Refrain 

 

The New Testament Reading James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be 
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of 
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Lector: The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn #72 “Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes” (sts. 1-2) RICHMOND 
 

The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
Lector: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 
in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
Lector: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sequence Hymn #72 “Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes” (sts. 3-4) RICHMOND 
 

The Sermon The Rev. Michael Alford 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
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spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People Form III BCP 387 
The congregation may kneel as able. 
Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
 

The people may add their own petitions. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept. 
Celebrant and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Peace & Announcements 
 

Commissioning of Discernment Committee Insert 
 

+ The Holy Communion + 
 

Offertory Sentence 
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Offertory Anthem “Long ago, prophets knew” Malcom Archer 

Doxology #64, Stanza 5 O HEILAND, REISS 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, ever One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving BCP 367 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus “Holy, holy, holy Lord” S-130 

Continued next page 

Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew. 
Come to make all things new; 
Bear his People's burden, 
Freely love and pardon. 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, 
Who will make him welcome? 

 

God in time, God in man, 
This is God's timeless plan: 
He will come, as a man, 

Born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. Refrain 
 

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
She believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid; 
Till the time expected 
Nurtured and protected. Refrain 
 

Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethl’hem shines, like a star, 
Stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Savior, do not tarry! Refrain 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me." Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
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Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem “Jesus, Lamb of God” S–164 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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All are welcome to receive a blessing if you prefer not to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Consecrated bread 
and wine are then distributed to all who desire. While at the altar, you will be given a wafer of bread. Wine is available in two ways: 

Common Cup—Drink from the large chalice (it will come first). 
Intinction—Dip the bread into the wine in the small chalice (it will come last). Do not allow your fingers to touch the wine. 
In One Kind—You may choose to receive the bread only, which is equal to receiving the bread and the wine. 
 

Hymns During Communion 
 #75 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying” ASCENSION 
 #640 “Prepare the way, O Zion” ABERYSTWYTH
  

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

Hymn #66 “Come, thou long-expected Jesus” STUTTGART 
 

Dismissal BCP 366 
 

Postlude  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

Sunday, December 21 
Crucifer: Suzanne Trollan 

OT Reader/Chalice: Seth Herndon 
NT Reader: Vince Trollan 

Ushers: James Carter, Kathryn Carter 
Children’s Chapel: Suzanne Trollan, Tina 

Fox 
Breakfast: Volunteer Needed  

Counters: Vince Trollan, Nancy Linker 
Vestry Contact: Andrea Compton  

Sunday, December 14 
Crucifer: Bess Fuller 

OT Reader/Chalice: Elizabeth Arditti  
NT Reader: Jeff Arditti 

Ushers: Lana Ray, Sarah Willis 
Children’s Chapel: Quintin Knight, Erin 

Schuermeyer 
Breakfast: Nancy Linker  

Counters: Todd Zagaroli, Paul Fogleman 
Vestry Contact: Andrea Compton  

WORSHIP ROSTER  

The Advent greenery is given to the glory of God, 
and in honor of Dennis Reising on the occasion of his birthday, 

given with much love from JoAnne Reising.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Please pray for Deedee Watson, Young Smith, George Gross, Porter Taylor, Pat Jones, Claudia Earle, 
Juanita Isenhower, Jean Atkin, Ingrid Dobereiner, the Evans family, Jordan Robbins, Mary Snooks, kc Gunter, 
Sara Ruth Halperin, Sue Huffman, The Sigmon Family, Jean Bolton, Martha Clark, Dan Meyer, John Isen-
hower, Liz Beard, Wendle Jeralds, Bobby Regenbogen, Dayle and Linda Smith, the Cecil Family, and Alice 
Turner. 

• The 2026 Stewardship Drive is underway:  You can use the 2026 pledge link on As-
cension's webpage, the QR code provided in the bulletin or you can email your 2026 
p l e d g e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r  b o o k k e e p e r ,  D i a n e  V e z m a r , 
at financeascension@gmail.com.  You can also return the pledge card mailed to you or 
pick up one in the narthex or parish hall.  As of December 10th, we have received 52 
pledge commitments for a total of $250,550 in commitments.  This leaves a shortfall of 
($156,215) to meet our budget.  Please consider turning in your 2026 pledge commit-
ment today.  

• 2025 Pledge Update  Pledge payments received through December 10th are $251,018; which leaves a 
shortfall of ($65,409) from the Annual 2025 pledge commitments of $316,427.  Please keep your pledge 
payments current so we can meet our 2025 financial obligations. Pledge payments can be made securely 
online at ascensionhickory.org/give, through automated payments with your bank, or mailed to the 
church office. If you have any questions, please email Diane Vezmar at financeascension@gmail.com.  

• Exodus Homes Honor Cards are now available for purchase in the Parish Hall. The cost is $5 each 
and 100 % of every donation goes directly to funding the mission. See Kathryn Carter for more details.  

• “Living Well Through Advent” Adult Formation—Sundays, 9:30-10:15 AM Adult Formation clas-
ses featuring our Advent Devotional series continue to meet. Free booklets are available in the office. 

• Thursday Morning Book Study We will finish our three week Advent study of angels this week from 
10:00-11:30 AM in the large conference room. 

Advent & Christmas at Ascension 
Advent IV—Sunday, December 21 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 a.m.  Breakfast 
9:30 a.m.  Adult Forum: Living Well through Advent (Melissa Costin) 
9:30 a.m.  Children’s Christmas Pageant Preparation & Walkthrough 
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Children’s Pageant 
11:30 a.m.  Parents’ Afternoon Out 

5:00 p.m.  Longest Night: A Service of Remembrance, Healing, and Hope in the Darkest Time 
 

Christmas Eve—Wednesday, December 24 
3:30 p.m.  Music Prelude 
4:00 p.m.  Festive Christmas Eucharist & Candle lighting 
 

10:00 p.m.  Music Prelude (with string quartet) 
10:30 p.m.  Festive Christmas Eucharist & Candle lighting 

 

First Sunday of Christmas—Sunday, December 28 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
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• Christmas Flower Dedications If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory of or in thanksgiving 
for someone, please email the name(s) to office@ascensionhickory.org no later than Sunday, December 
21. There are also signup sheets in the parish hall and narthex.  

• Vigil for Peace Today, December 14 from 5:30-7:30 PM Under the Sails in downtown Hickory. 
• Children’s Christmas Pageant December 21 Calling children of all ages! We're excited to continue a 

beloved Christmas tradition as part of our 10:30 AM service. Parents and families that are participating 
in the pageant are asked to arrive at the church by 9:15 to practice. Please contact Quintin Knight for 
more information at childrensministry@ascensionhickory.org. 

• Parent's Afternoon Out—Sunday, December 21, 11:30 AM-1:30 PM Families will have the oppor-
tunity to let their children have a fantastic time at Ascension doing holiday crafts, lunch, and a holiday 
movie so that parents can go out to eat, wrap presents, or do some last minute shopping. See Quintin 
Knight for details. 

• worship service, as well as attend our 9:30 AM Adult Forum offering. If you are interested in providing 
breakfast, please reach out to Quintin at childrensministry@hickoryascension.org 

• Longest Night Service—Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 PM The holidays can be a difficult time. In 
recognition of this Ascension is holding a contemplative service of prayer, candlelight, and reflection in 
observance of the longest night of the year. 

• Christmas Eve Services—December 24 All are warmly invited to share in this holy night of worship 
and song. We will gather for two services: 4:00 PM with the prelude starting at 3:30 PM and 10:30 PM 
with prelude beginning at 10:00 PM. Both services feature the Parish Choir. A professional string quar-
tet will join us at 10:30. 

• Our Father’s Pavilion—Sunday, December 28 Ascension will once again be hosting Our Father’s 
Pavilion. Please help provide the following to help our homeless neighbors as winter approaches: warm 
socks, warm gloves, warm hats, one size fits all rain poncho. For questions please see Kate Esch.  

• Breakfast Volunteers Needed We are looking for volunteers to prepare and serve breakfast on 
Sunday mornings. Though we welcome you purchasing the food as a donation, it is not re-
quired by any means. You may take a picture and submit a receipt to Diane for reimbursement 
if you prefer. Please see the signup sheet outside the office or contact Melissa Costin at melissajcos-
tin@gmail.com  

• Sunday Morning Breakfasts Please come join us for a time of fellowship and connection. Breakfast is 
served from 8:45-9:45 AM. This drop-in-style breakfast is structured so that you can come to either 
worship service, as well as attend our 9:30 AM Adult Forum offering. If you are interested in providing 
breakfast, please reach out to Quintin at childrensministry@hickoryascension.org 

• Ascension Creative Play invites you to join them on Tuesdays at 1:00-4:00 PM in the Parish Hall. You 
are welcome to bring crafts, cards, games, or just show up to be encouraged and enjoy fellowship with 
others! If you have any questions contact Pat Jones at 828-320-7323 or Mary Elizabeth Geitner at 828-
310-3666. 

• Have a pastoral care concern? Contact Father Mike by email at mike@ascensionhickory.org or by cell 
phone at (813)786-6307 

• All News Welcome! Anyone with any news to share (weddings, engagements, births, trips, baptisms, 
etc.), we would love to put it up on the bulletin outside the office door. Please email Heather at 
heather@ascensionhickory.org with the details. 

 
Around the Diocese 

 
• Honor the Winter Solstice Wednesday, December 17 10:00 AM—3:00 PM Join Karla Woggon for 

a transformative day of reflection and renewal at the Lake Logan Conference center. Cost will be $89. 
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